
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



( 1507 ) 

May : but it was not my fortune to fee them fooner 5 
which if I had, I might have been able probably to have 
made my account better. But notwithstanding- it is imper- 
fect, it may, 1 hope, introduce better from others : or 
however be a teftimony of my great Veneration for the 
Auguft Royal Society, and obedience unto the commands 
thereof, who at one of their Meetings feme time fince, 
were pleafed to defire me to procure, or give an account 
of this matter. 



IV. Some OkferVathns concerning the Indention and (Pro* 
grejs of (printing, to the Tur 1 4.6 5. Occafioned by 
h the ffieVerend Mr Ellis'.? Letter, exhibited in Phil 
T* anf. No 286. fag . 1416, 

7 Hat this Gentleman fays about the Books Printed at 
\f HarUem by Laurence Kofier^ agreeing fb well with 
the account given by Thevdvre Schrevdim and oihers,leayes us 
little or no room to doubt (who mult needs take it for grant- 
ed that his Obfervation isaccurate,and thsDates to be true 
whether the Honour of the Invention be due to this or the 
other Citks.whofe Writers have To eagerlycontended for its 
ilnce none of them have pretended' to (hew- any Book Prhtt- 
edfo foon as A, D. J430 or 1432, or near thattime^ B'nt 
the difficulty lies, either in (hewing why the Practice of "th's 
Art mould be at a ftand from A. D. 1432. to the noted tie* 
viving of it at Menfz, by John Fuji and Peter Sckoefer, who 
("as it has been vulgarly, but erroneouOy . (aid ) did Print 
the fir ft Printed .'Book there A*D. 1465. iiamdy, Tally's 
Offices ; or elfe, in giving any tolerable account of the 
Progreis of this Invention 'during- an Interval of above 30 
years. 
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Boxhornius ( as 1 remember ) as well as Schrevelius and 
other Authors, do exprefsly fay, ( and if they had not, it 
• might well be imagin'd ) that Kofier could not advance this 
Intention fo far, as'to Print fo large a Work as the Speculum 
Saint fs without gradual Improvements ■> and that his firft 
Ellays were on loofe and fmall leaves of Paper, before he 
attempted whole Booh. Thefe being loofe and Angle, are 
tuppoi'd to be all loft : but I once obferv'd a loofe leaf of 
Paper in OUavo, lying in an old MS. Breviary in her Majefty's 
Royal Library at St James's, which I then thought ( and 
am 'frill in the fame opinion; that 'twas one of Kojier's firft 
Pieces 3 done when he had attain'd to fome Experience in 
the Art, and to get Money. Tis a little rude Wooden Cut, 
of the five Wounds of our Blefied Saviour, and the fnftru* 
ments of his Paffion, with a Latin Infcription at the bot- 
tom, to this purport, that Thofe who mould fay fo many 
Ave Maria's before it, mould have fo many thoufand years 
of Pardon. In this Cut or Print, the Ink which made it 
was Writing Ink, and 'twas all Black, without thofe other 
Colours with which Kofier feeras afterwards to have adorn'd 
his Books. 

In the abovementioned Boxhornius\ Book deOrigine Artfc 
Typographic*, 'tis faid, that Radrianus Junius had a Book 
Printed by Kofter,znd like that kept in the Cheft at Harlaem : 
Now amongft thofe Bequeath'd to the Bodleyan Library at 
Oxford,, by Mr Francis Junius (who was a Kinfman of Ha- 
drians) there is a thin Book in afmall Folio (Numbred 31.) 
which may probably be the fame 3 and which Mr Fofs, a 
learned and curious Danifh Gentleman, did a flu re me was 
very like to that at Harlaem. This contains the Sum of 
the Hijiory of the Old Testament, all reprefented in rude 
Wooden Cuts, colored With divers colors, without 
Shadows like to our Cards, f which, with Sheet- Ballads, are 
remains of the old manner of Printing,) and Stamp'd upon 
one Side only 3 the white fides of two Leaves being pafted 
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together 5 the Black both in the Pictures and Inscription? 
which (hew the meaning of them, be- 
ing * Writing Ink, (as the aforefaid * It is to be wifh'd thai 
LeafJ) inartificially fpread upon the Sf^^SflS 
Wooden Block ; here thick, there thin 5 obferv'd whether the sUck 
fpreading and yellowim , the Letters /?2 *> wa , s £•««'»* ink ®. 

1 jiii 1 not ; whether Kilters P ; - 

extreamly rude, and all together ma- <fture was antient' and co- 
nifeftiy (hewing that the Art was yet in tom'dor not 5 or if there 
its Infancy. The Stamping of this 3£Z%$£&^ 
Book on one Side only ,was not (as fome was Cut upon Wood, ov 
think) becatife the Printer did not ^"XethTh Tw*\ Ltt ~ 
know how to difpofe the Pages in fuch «'£«m forlhe'sSS", 
manner, as might be proper and eafy &c - 
for the Book: Binders afe 5 for it has its 
Signatures all along in Minufeule Letters, (fet in the mid- 
dle of the Page, which is remarkable 5 ) but becaufe it was 
thought that the Paper would not bear a fecond (mpreffion 
on the back fide 3 juft as the Book-writers of thofe times ("when 
Paper began to be cheap, and to be made up into Books.) 
would yet have the fir ft and laft Leaf of each guaternioj$enio y 
&c. to be of Parchment for ftrength'sfake. This Book fas I 
remember J is imperfect, and has no Date now appearing, and 
perhaps never had any 3 neither has fuch another Book as 
this, which contains the Hiflery of St John and the Apaca* 
lypfe, in fuch like wooden coloured Piftures and Infcriptions. 
This is inlcribed L A D D, E. 65. in the fame Bcdleyan Li" 
brarp and has its Signatures, alfo in Majufcule Letters (as in- 
deed I have obferved Signatures in many MSS. of different 
Ages, as high as 1000 years^ago and upwards, expreifed 
either by Letters or Numbers.) This Book, tho Printed on 
one Side, and Pafted as the former ^ is yet more elegant, 
and (hews that the Art was much improved. And here it 
may not be impertinent to obferve, that in the fame Library 
(Arch. B. Bodl. 88.) is an antient MSS with the fame Figures 
and Infcriptions, tho the Habits of the Figures be different, 
thofe of the MS being of the older Fafhian, and 'tis 
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very likely that there is another Copy of this Book in the 
Emperors Library at Vienna'? for Lambecius, Comment, ch Bib- 
HotkQf. Lib. II, Pag- 772. reckons amongtt thofe which 
iie brought away from the Archi-iucal Library at lnfpruc'^ 
a Book of which he gives this Account, Apocalypjis S. Joamm 
Apofholi &&vattgdi{l£ Latino Germanica, chartacea in folia, 
nnacumfitaiffHs, <^>nmllis figuris ligno inci(is % qn<e propter 
wivftdtem fuam Jpe&atuftwt digniffim£ % and in this Book at 
Oxford, 'befides the Printed Cuts, alfo a Commentary upon 
the Apocaljpfe ia ; High- Dutch. Befides thefe two mdft 
.aifitietit Printed : Books, Mr Bagfo/d to! d me that ^ ins he 
Manfifcripi Library of Corpus Chri[h or Bettn-et College in Cam. 
bridge he faw a third, containing the 'Hi fiery o'f ' 6w Saviour, 
Printed on one Side only of the Paper, with fuch like- 
Wooden Cuts -, but yet more neatly than either ©f the 
iorraer, which I had befdre {hewn him at Oxford. And thefe 
three Books,being as is before faid,Stamp'd but on one fide of 
she Leaif j the whole wrought or cut upon Wood 5 not Set or 
%&mfofsd with Printing Letter 5 and Printed with Writing 
Inks 'dofiiffidentlydeinonftratethat-the Art was as yet 
in its Infancy ; and may,tho they bear no Worfemons Name, 
be very reafonabiy afcribed to Kofter, not only becaufe 
30 body elfe lays claim to 'em, but becaufe in divers Cir- 
cumftacccs they agree with the Hiftory of the Man,and with 
what remains of his Workmanlhip. ! If it be asked why 
Kefier did not &t his Mame,and the Year to thefe Books, as 
well as to that at tLarlaem, mentioned by Mr Ellis > It may be 
asfivet'd, «h.at Schuvtiim tell us t&U Kojier boundFuJi above- 
joeotidned , by Oath -to fecrecy, . and not to betray 
-the Art to any peiibn whatsoever. Wherein 'tis like- 
Sfs tbar Ms 4e%n was not Co much to let the World think, 
that he faai a mw wa£ of multiplying the Copy of a Book 
much quicker daajstbe qukkeft Penman ^ but that he de- . 
;%ised m Jnsjpofe tapoo the World, by felling his Printed 
"B#*lp 9 for U&w- Written Copies., whereby the Bop^- Writer 
§pd UhmmMm sssH fin* fee ffiiggit well fretendj) be fo paid 
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for their Work, as to maintain themfeives and Families. 1'hh 
Trick might be long undiscovered in and about 'Barken*. 
becaufe there was no other Priming, whereby this might be 
condemn'd j but at length, zsBoxhornivs and Schrevclius write, 
Fn(i ran away with all his Mafters Tools and Materials, and 
in Proeefs of time (et up a Printers Shop at Mentz, being af- 
fitted by his Servant Peter S'choeffbr (a Young Man of a good 
Genius) who afterwards Married his Daughter, and became 
his Partner in the Bufiriefi. The Story goes, that this 
John Fuji went to Paris (but whether before or after his 
fettling a tMetitz, I cannot tell:) and that he there offer'd 
a great number of Printed Bibles to fale, as if they were 
Manufcripts, But the French were not tobefo caught. They 
confidered the number of thele Books, and their exad con- 
formity to one another throughout the whole, to a Line., 
a Word, a Letter, a Point, and that the 'heft of Book^- 
V/riters could not be thus exalt, and therefore by Indicating 
him of Diabolical Magic (ot threating him with it) they at 
once gave birth to the Story oiDoBor Fattftits, and caufed 
him to difcover the Art. And I doubt not but about this time, 
very many Books were Printed and Sold for Manufcript^ 
I having feen divers fuch Books without Dates, which IoOk!d 
rather older than any! have feen with them. I fpeakrtbw 
of thofe that are Set or Compos'd of Letter, which with 
Printing-In^of Lamp-Black and OySj and ,the Printivg-Prefst 
is faid to be the improvement of ^^er^above- mentioned , 
tho Schrevelius with.iefi reaibn afcrihes the two former to 
his Countryman Kofter. 

When Fuji and Sckoejfer began ft fit to Work at Men % 
is uncertain, but the hrlt mention liindofhim, as a Printer 
at Mentz, is ' in Schrevelius, Hafk'w pag. 1 7 2 , w h ere he fays 
that this Fuji' (or Fatsjliis as he callshim) publifhed Akxan&ri 
Do&rinale cum Petri Hi fp am traffalibus A D. 1442. but this 
and forne other Books mentioned by Writers on this fubjeti-, 
are never faid tOrbe extant in any particular place, in order 
£0 'be conjtilkd upon occafion 3 and therefore their Titles 
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midDaivs are not fo much to be relied upon. But another 
Date,which tho not fo Old,\s more Authentic, may be found 
in the above cited Book of Lambecius, Pag. 989. where he, 
lays lie brought away from In 'fpruc 4 amongft other choice Vot 
lucnes^and placed in the Imperial Library at Vienna, a Pfalter 
Printed upon Parchment, with this Infcription at the end, 
Prd-fens Pfalmorum codex venujlate Capitalium decoratus, Ru- 
kricationibufq'y fttjjicienter diftinSfus, adinventionz artificiofa 
imprimendi ac charafflerizandi, abfque. calami nlla exaratione 
fa effigiaius, & ad eufebiam del indujirie eji confummatus per. 
johannem Euft, Civem Mogxntinum, & Petrum Schoffer de. 
Ger-nszheim, anno Domini millefwio CCCCLVH. inVigilia Af~ 
fsmptionk. From this time there are conftant Remains of the. 
ibduftry of thefe Men,'and I can mention more Books Print- 
ed by them, than the Durandus (in the Library of Bafil in 
Switzerland) Printed fas a Gentleman who faw it, told me) 
4- D. 14,58. Joannes Joanuenfis's Catho!icon(in her •Majeji/s 
and the Lord Bijhop of Norwich's Libraries, ) Printed 1400. 
The Latin Bible of 1462, yet extant in the French Kings 
Library, and in divers Monajieries beyond the Seas, and 
perhaps in England. The Tully's Offices Printed both in 
1465 and 1466, (if both thefe be not the fame Edition, 
the laft Sheet or Leaf being Compos'd afrcfh : ) and fo on 
till Schoeffer work'd for himfelf after the Death of Fuji, 
and Schoeffers Pofterity after him. But I willingly forbear 
the Catalogue, in hopes that this, with that of the other 
old Printers throughout Europe, and efpecially of our Englijh 
Workmen, with their Devices, the Effigies of moft of them, 
and a multitude of uncommon Remarks relating to Writing, 
Printing, Parchment, Paper, Binding, &c. will be"commu- 
nicated to the World, when Mr Bagford's Papers (hall be 
digefted viior do I think it ingenuous or honeftto prevent 
him in thefe his Labors, which have coft him fo many Years 
Rains. 

A word or two more I take leave to add, that upon the 
ftrft difcovery of the Art by Fuji at Park, or at his firft 
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Settlement or publick Profeffion of it at Mentz, it quick. 
!y fpread over the beft parts of Ff<jm ^ 
Europe, * and was commonly ufed in from Beoks, or pirrs of 
ojjjer Countries before 'twas known in *••*', where, or wherein 
England (notwithftanding what fome u ft«j, ? hew»«r/doftTikaH 
Writers do affirm to the contrary >)the thei* *.«««•, it»u c k, «•»*», 
firft Book that we pretend to have been ^%^+£Z,£ 
Printed here, being Eierome K ox rather 
Rufinus) on the Creeds Printed at Oxford, A. D. 1468. 

To prove this in fomemeafure (not to mention tke 
progrefs of Printing in other Countries ) I inftance in 
Italy, and particularly Rome, Here , not to infifl: on 
the large Catalogue of Printed Book/ defcribed in an 
Epiftle to Pope Xyftus IV. Publiftied at the beginning or" 
the V.Tome of the Bible printed with Lyris Comment arte •$■ 
at Rome, A. D. 1472, and tranfcrtbed by Boxhomius ; I 
{hall only relate the fum of what I meet with in Bernard 
Mountfaueen's Diarium Italicum, Tom. 1. page 355, 256. 
Tis that Joannes Alerienfis, in a, flattering Epiftle to Pope 
Paul II. ( who was elefted A. D. 1464.) congratulates him, 
becaufe Printing was firft us'd at Rome, under hfr Pontifical. 
Which if fpoken of the very firft practice of the Art at 
Rome, and not of an eftabliftied Imprimery, feems to be 
falfe, becaufe this learned Monk, in the fame place, fays he 
far* a haUantius in the Mufteum (or Study) of Monfienr de la 
ThuiUiere, which has thefe words at the End, LaUantii E.rmu 
ani Injiitutiones cufte in venerabili Monafterio Sublacenfi anno 
146 1. antepenultimaQ&obrk. Now unlefs a man will fup- 
pofe Printing 4 to be invented in this Monaftery, he muft 
believe it to be brought hither from Rome, which is but 
about 20 Miles diftant from it. And the fame Author fays, 
that Floravantes Martinellus in his Roma Sacra, affirms that 
Printing was praftifed at Rome in the Palace of the Maximi, 
A. D. 1455, under Pope NicolausV. by Conrad Sweynheim 
and Arnold Pannartz, who were both Germans,md con« 
turned Printers there for many Years after. 
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The Cuftom of putting the Dates of Printed Books at the 
F.ndoi them, was taken up in Imitation of divers the middle, 
aged and recenter Mmufcripts (for I never faw or heard of 
any antient Manufcript in Capital Letters, either Geeek or La- 
tin, which has a prof efs'd Date written inthe fir ft hand •■> ) but 
here the Infpe&or ofig'ht to be cautious, left he be led into 
an Error ; Forfeveral Manufcripts at the End have a Date, 
which may be by fome underfrood ot the time when thofe 
individual Copies were written, wh.nas they only notifte 
the time when the Author finifo'd his Work,. And fome 
of thefe Dates, being printed from the Manufcripts, have 
deceived many curious men. For Example, the firft Edi- 
tion of Lyndwood, Paulus a San&a Maria, and others which 
I could name. Befides, fame Dates in antient Printed 
Books, being not corrected, are falfe 3 fuch as a Book 
printed in the beginning of the idth Century, in the 
Library belonging to the Ajhmolcaw Mufieum at Oxford* 
which thus pretends to 400 or 500 years of Age» A Julius 
Hyginus once (hewed to me by Mr Millington the Bookfeller, 
printed at Paris (as there put down) An. Dom. MCCCCXII. 
inftead of MCCCCCXII. For the Printer is mention'd as 
then living in P Origine de t Imprimerie de Paris. I have 
indeed a Book wherein, amongft other Tracrs, is one of 
an old Print, at the end of which there feems to be fuch a 
Miftake, tho not fo eafily re&ified as the former. The 
words are thefe, Explicit opufculum Enee Sylvii de dmbus 
amantibus in Civitate Leydenfi Anno Domini Milkfimo CCCC 
cptadragefimo tertio L E I E N. Now tho' Leyden feems to 
be the place where 'twas printed, yet 1449 cannot be the 
time when--) for juft before Sylvius fays himfelf, Vak, ex 
Vienna quint Nonas Julias Mo CCCC quadragefimo quarto. 
Sylvius was elected Pope by the name of Pius 1. A. A1458, 
and died A. D. 1464. Now it may feem probable, tHat if 
this Tract was printed after his Ele&ion (as fuppofe-4. D. 
1463,3 or even after hisDeceafe, his Papal Dignity might 
have been remembred ; If it be judg'd to bave been 
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printed before his Ele&ion, I know none that will allow of 
Printing at Leyden, (or even in Lyons) Co very early. 

One Objection may be urg'd againft what is faid of 
Kofters or the old printed Books above-mentioned, being 
printed upon Paper about A. D. 1430, or foon after. For 
fome Authors are of opinion, that Paper made of Linnen 
Rags was firft made at Bafd, by Com^ Greeks who fled out of 
their Country after the SsccageolConJlantinople^. D. 1451- 
in Imitation of the Cot ton Paper , commonly ufed in the Levant. 
But this can have no force, our Paper being much older : 
For I have a piece,the Writing upon which feemsto be about 
350 years old, and agrees very well with a Charter which 
I have feen of Thomas Beuchamp Earl of Warwic/^bezLt'itig date 
A. D. i 358. and 32 Edw HI. In the Archives of the Library 
belonging to the RR.Dean and Chapter of Canterbury, I faw 
an Inventory of the Goods of Henry Prior of Chrip Church 
there,taken upon his Deceale,(as 1 remember) the aoth year 
of R. Edward III. and this is written upon Taper. In the 
Cottonidn Library, tho' fearching after other matters, I could 
not but obferve feveral Writings upon our paper, in the 
time of moft of our Kings and Queens, as high as the 1 5th of 
K. Edward III. and I doubt not but that there are others 
more antient in the fame place. But in the Eaji, the ufe of 
Cotton Paper is much more antient, and I have in the Bod- 
ley an Library, feen an Arabic k Manufcript (amcngft thofe 
which the Univerfity bought of Dr Huntingdon] written in 
the 427th of the year Hegira, i. e. A.D. 1049, and others in 
the fame place without Dates, fee m older. 

The Proximity of the fubjeft, caufesme here to take no- 
tice, that tho the Invention of the Rolling Prefs is commonly 
afcribed to Lipfius $ yet it feems older than his time, from a 
printed Book in the Bodkyan Library, placed LAVD. D138. 
This is zMiffale fecttridum ufumEcclefialhrbipolenfis(\. e.Wurlz- 
burg in Germany .) Rodolfus Arch Biihop of that Church, fets 
forth in an Inftrument at the beginning of the book,the rea- 
fons why he caufed thisMiffal to be publifhed, which Inftru- 
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ment bears datethe 8th of November i48i.by which time he 
orders all theCopies to befinifhed by JeriusRyfer his Printer, 
who feems to have done (o, fince his Name, and this Year 
1 48 1, is written at the end of" the Book, inftead of a Seal to 
this Tnftrument is an Engraven Print, being the Arms of the 
See fupported. by 2 Angels, and St KM an (its firft Bifhop and 
Prote&or)behind j as alfothis Prelate's own Arms with thofe 
of the See in another Efcutcheon-, and a very fine Mantling. 
This is extremely well engraven for the time, and equals 
the performances of fome of our beft Workmen at prefent. 
Th^e evident marks of preffttre by the Plate, with fome 
touches of 7»4 at the Edges, the rouzhnefs of the Print, and 
other Circumftances concurring, I thought this mnft needs 
be wrought off at the Rolling -prefs. But being unwilling 
to rely too far upon my own Judgment, I (hewed it to 
divers very knowing and curious Gentlemen, to feveral 
Printer/, Engravers, and others working conftantly at the 
Rolling Prefs, who all concurr'd ( tho at different times, 
one not knowing what another had faid) that 'twas not 
only excellently well ^engraven (and this before Albert 
Durer's time ) but that it was certainly pull'd from the 
Rolling- Pre//, and could be done no other way. And that 
this Print was not done after that time, appears from feveral 
Notes written here and there in the Book. One of them 
fpecifies that WiUiam Kewfth, Vicar oi St Bartholomew's 
Church in Wftrtzburg,bought this Book the fame year, 1481, 
paying 18 Florins for the Parchment, Printing, Rubricatron, 
Illumination and Binding. By another it appears, that he 
gave ic to his Church for ever. And by feme others it ap- 
pears that it remained there during the times of his feveral 
Succeilors, till the laft Age, when, as I fuppofe, the 
Swedes, under Gufiavus Adolphus, plunder 'd the Church, 
and brought it out. 
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